PRESS RELEASE FROM THE PYA

el Sl ¥ The PYA is pleased to provide an update to its Members and the media

) alike on the work the Association has been doing on the International
YACHTSMENS Labour Organisation’s (ILO) Maritime Labour Convention 2006 (MLC
I o NeN LMol 2006).

What has the PYA been doing about MLC 2006?

Over the last 18 months, the PYA has dedicated a lot of time, effort and financial resources toward
trying to find solutions to implementing MLC 2006 in the yacht industry. The majority of these
efforts have been in attending the Maritime and Coastguard Agency (MCA) Large Yacht sub-group
(LYSG) meetings in Southampton. These meetings have also been attended by many of our social
partners, International Council of Marine Industry Associations (ICOMIA), Super Yacht Builders
Association (SYBAss), Mediterranean Yacht Brokers Association (MYBA), British Marine Federation
(BMF) and some yacht designers. More recently these meetings have also included the members of
the Tri-partite Working Group (TWG). The TWG is the body that reports to the ILO.

PYA welcomes MLC 2006, as this ILO convention aims to improve the working conditions and
terms of employment for all seafarers. However, certain provisions within MLC 2006, specifically
the size of crew accommodation pose a significant problem to the yacht industry.

Why does the accommodation pose problems?

The LYSG identified that whilst the MLC 2006 was written with merchant ships in mind, there was
insufficient room within the legislation to provide the yacht industry with solutions that will
safeguard jobs within our industry.

What action has the PYA taken to try to preserve jobs in the yacht industry?

The PYA arranged for a special meeting at the offices of the ILO in February 2010, to discuss with
them the specific problems relating to the yacht industry and how it differed from the merchant
industry. As a result of this meeting the PYA has agreed to undertake a number of studies that will
help the ILO understand better the issues facing the yacht industry. The first study is to be
conducted on behalf of the PYA by our social partners, namely, SYBASS, ICOMIA and MYBA and
some yacht designers who are providing data and technical studies about yachts. The second
study is a social study to be carried out by the PYA in conjunction with the Seafarers International
Research Centre (SIRC), based at Cardiff University. This study will be ready for distribution near
the end of April and further details of how yachtsmen can participate will be published shortly.
Members of the ILO have also accepted an offer from the PYA to visit the South of France, to see
firsthand the yacht industry and to talk to crew face to face. The PYA has also had meetings with
other Flag States and will be able to report on the progress made over the next few months.

Due to its non-commercial status, the PYA is in a unique position to voice the concerns of the
yacht industry to policy makers and the PYA is committed to continued collaboration with these
policy makers until the issues are resolved.

Detailed updates will be posted on the PYA member’s website on a regular basis as we continue to
make progress on MLC 2006. So if you want the latest information sign on using your usual
password.
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